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The Hindu  |  Jun 28, 2024 

The article explores the impact of extreme weather events in India, 
exacerbated by climate change. It discusses how high temperatures, floods, 
and cold waves are affecting livelihoods, the economy, and policymaking. 
The article emphasizes the need for adaptive strategies, robust 
infrastructure, and policy reforms to mitigate the socio-economic impacts of 
increasingly frequent and severe weather extremes across the country.

Link: https://www.thehindu.com/society/extreme-weather-india-climate-
change-high-temperatures-floods-cold-wave-affecting-livelihood-economy-
policymaking/article68331337.ece

The Wire  |  Jun 26, 2024 

The article explores how climate change is contributing to the resurgence 
of malaria, exacerbating a global health crisis. It discusses how rising 
temperatures and changing precipitation patterns create favorable conditions 
for mosquito breeding and the spread of malaria. The article emphasizes 
the need for integrated approaches combining climate adaptation strategies, 
mosquito control measures, and improved healthcare systems to combat the 
increasing threat of malaria linked to climate change.

Link: https://thewire.in/health/malaria-menace-how-climate-change-is-fueling-
a-health-crisis

Times Now  |  Jun 20, 2024 

The article discusses the multifaceted impacts of heatwaves on health, 
economy, and livelihoods in India. It highlights how prolonged periods 
of extreme heat adversely affect public health, particularly vulnerable 
populations. The article also addresses economic repercussions, such as 
reduced agricultural productivity and increased energy demand for cooling. 
It underscores the importance of heatwave preparedness, public health 
interventions, and climate-resilient infrastructure to mitigate these impacts 
and protect communities from heat-related risks.

Link: https://www.timesnownews.com/india/heatwaves-the-multi-faceted-
impact-on-health-economy-and-livelihoods-article-111141975

Times Now  |  Jun 19, 2024 

The article discusses a report by the World Health Organization (WHO) 
highlighting climate change as a fundamental threat to human health. It 
underscores how climate impacts such as extreme weather events, air 
pollution, and changing disease patterns are exacerbating health risks 
globally. The report calls for urgent action to mitigate climate change effects, 
improve public health resilience, and implement policies that address both 
environmental and health challenges effectively.

Link: https://www.timesnownews.com/india/climate-change-presents-a-
fundamental-threat-to-human-health-who-article-111114553#google_vignette

H E A LT H
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The Hindu  |  Jun 20, 2024

Chennai is experiencing one of its wettest Junes in the past six decades, 
with rainfall levels significantly surpassing the average. The unusual weather 
pattern is attributed to a combination of factors, including a low-pressure 
area over the Bay of Bengal and active monsoon conditions. The heavy 
rains have brought both relief from summer heat and challenges, such as 
waterlogging and traffic disruptions.

Link: https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/this-june-to-be-one-of-
the-wettest-for-city-in-past-six-decades/article68308271.ece

DT Next  |  Jun 22, 2024

Tamil Nadu has launched a ₹22,000 crore project to increase water storage 
and reduce flooding in Chennai. The initiative, known as the Chennai City 
Water Supply Augmentation and Flood Mitigation Resilient to Climate 
Change project, aims to create an additional storage capacity of 20.50 
thousand million cubic feet (tmc ft). This project will address both water 
scarcity and flood vulnerabilities by 2035, increasing the total water storage 
capacity to 32 tmc ft and implementing short- and long-term flood mitigation 
measures.

Link: https://www.dtnext.in/news/city/tamil-nadu-plans-rs-22000-crore-
project-to-increase-water-storage-cut-flood-woes-in-chennai-791335

The Times of India  |  Jul 06, 2024

Chennai faces significant threats from rising sea levels due to climate 
change. Studies project that substantial portions of the city’s coastal areas 
may be submerged in the coming decades, affecting infrastructure and 
livelihoods. These developments underscore the urgency for robust coastal 
management and climate adaptation strategies to mitigate the impact on 
Chennai’s residents and economy.

Link: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/rising-sea-sinking-
chennai/articleshow/111528550.cms

The Diplomat |  Jun 20, 2024 

The article discusses how climate change is exacerbating flooding in Mumbai 
and Chennai. Both cities face severe flooding due to their low elevations 
and proximity to the coast, compounded by increasing urbanization and 
inadequate infrastructure. Climate change is predicted to increase the 
frequency and severity of these floods. The article suggests that Indian cities 
could benefit from adopting flood preparedness and mitigation strategies 
used in Australia, including the development of comprehensive flood 
inundation maps and better urban planning practices.

Link: https://thediplomat.com/2024/06/climate-change-may-worsen-flooding-
in-mumbai-and-chennai/

WAT E R
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WAT E R

The Times of India  |  Jun, 2024

The articles discusses the increasing 
risk of rising sea levels leading to 
coastal erosion. The coastal areas 
around Chennai are prone to hazards 
like cyclones, coastal erosion, and 
sea-level rise. Rising sea levels also 
mean cyclonic storms often travel 
further inland causing higher levels of 
damage and destruction. Measures 
such as nature based solutions like 
mangrove restoration and management, 
shelterbelt plantation, integrated coastal 
zone management, and artificial beach 
nourishment can reduce the risk.
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WAT E R

The Times of India  |  Jun 30, 2024

The article explores Tamil Nadu’s climate future projected to 2050, focusing 
on challenges like extreme heat, water scarcity, and health impacts due 
to climate change. It discusses potential solutions such as urban planning 
changes, sustainable agriculture practices, and community resilience 
building. The article stresses the importance of proactive measures to 
mitigate climate risks and adapt to changing environmental conditions in the 
state.

Link: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/tn-2050-wet-sweat-go/
articleshow/111322654.cms

MSN  |  2024

The article reports on a severe water crisis affecting Tamil Nadu, with 
Chennai and 26 other districts experiencing significant depletion of 
groundwater levels. It highlights the challenges posed by drought conditions, 
overexploitation of water resources, and insufficient rainfall. The article 
underscores the urgent need for sustainable water management strategies, 
conservation efforts, and policy interventions to mitigate the impact of the 
ongoing water scarcity on local communities and agriculture.

Link: https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/India/water-crisis-hits-tamil-nadu-
chennai-among-26-districts-worst-affected-as-ground-water-level-depletes/
ar-BB1m53di?ocid=nl_esmx_a1_20200715_4_2
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H E AT

The Times of India  |  Jun, 2024

The articles talks about the increasing 
temperatures in Tamil Nadu, saying that the 
number of heatwave days in 21 cities in the 
state will likely double. Projections report that 
by 2080 average maximum temperature will rise 
by 1.3 degree Celsius. Moreover, urbanisation 
has made the nights warmer, and has reduced 
green cover - increasing the urban heat island 
effect. Chennai city has seen a threefold rise in 
built-up area over the last three decades. 



News Digest  |  Understanding Climate Change in Chennai June - July 2024

H E AT

News Today Net  |  Jun 18, 2024 

The article from News Today Net discusses Chennai being identified as the 
hottest mega-city in India according to a report by the Centre for Science and 
Environment (CSE). It highlights factors contributing to Chennai’s extreme 
heat, such as urbanization, lack of green spaces, and climate change 
impacts. The report emphasizes the urgent need for sustainable urban 
planning, green infrastructure development, and heat-resilient measures to 
mitigate the city’s heat stress and protect public health.

Link: https://newstodaynet.com/2024/06/18/chennai-is-the-hottest-mega-city-
in-india-reports-cse/

The New Indian Express  |  Jul 06, 2024 

The article discusses a new study highlighting the impact of humid heat on 
human health and productivity. It emphasizes that high humidity combined 
with heat can exacerbate health risks such as dehydration, heat stroke, and 
respiratory problems. The study serves as a wake-up call for policymakers 
to prioritize measures that address the health and well-being of vulnerable 
populations during humid and hot conditions, particularly in urban areas like 
Chennai.

Link: https://www.newindianexpress.com/xplore/2024/Jul/06/wake-up-call-
from-new-study-on-humid-heat

The New Indian Express  |  Jun 25, 2024 

The article reports that Tamil Nadu is planning to declare heat waves as 
a state-specific disaster soon. This decision aims to enhance the state’s 
response and preparedness to extreme heat events, which have become 
increasingly frequent and severe. The move underscores the government’s 
commitment to addressing heat-related health risks and implementing 
measures to protect vulnerable populations during periods of high 
temperatures.

Link: https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2024/Jun/25/
tamil-nadu-to-declare-heat-waves-as-state-specific-disaster-soon
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H E AT

The Hindu  |  Jun 23, 2024 

A study - Urbanisation Impacts on Heat Island Intensification: Cooling Strategies for Coastal Cities was conducted by the Director of the Institute for Ocean 
Management at Anna University, highlights that changes in land use patterns in Chennai have intensified the urban heat island effect. The conversion of green 
spaces into urban infrastructure has increased surface temperatures in the city, exacerbating heat stress for residents. The study emphasizes the need for 
sustainable urban planning and the incorporation of green spaces to mitigate the impact of rising temperatures.

Link: https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/change-in-land-use-pattern-has-intensified-urban-heat-island-effect-in-chennai-says-study/
article68324281.ece
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D E V E L O P M E N T

Deccan Herald  |  Jul 04, 2024

The article critiques India’s urban development model, arguing that 
it is collapsing under the pressures of rapid urbanization, inadequate 
infrastructure, and unsustainable growth practices. It highlights issues such 
as overcrowded cities, pollution, lack of basic amenities, and social inequality 
exacerbated by urban sprawl. The article calls for a fundamental rethinking 
of urban planning and governance to ensure sustainable development, 
equitable growth, and improved quality of life in Indian cities.

Link: https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/indias-urban-development-
model-is-collapsing-3092368
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WA S T E

Adyar Times  |  Jun 26, 2024 

The article praises ROKA for its exemplary efforts in solid waste 
management, impressing international delegations with its innovative 
approaches. ROKA has implemented effective recycling initiatives, 
composting programs, and community engagement efforts to minimize waste 
and promote environmental sustainability. The organization’s commitment 
to sustainable practices and its positive impact on local communities have 
garnered recognition and appreciation on a global scale.

Link: https://adyartimes.in/roka-amazes-international-delegations-with-its-
efforts-in-solid-waste-management/

Adyar Times  |  Jun 26, 2024 

The article covers Residents of Kasturba Nagar Association’s (ROKA) event 
aimed at cleaning up the city, where they successfully collected 10 tonnes 
of waste. This initiative involved community participation and focused on 
improving cleanliness and environmental sustainability in Chennai. ROKA’s 
efforts underscore their commitment to civic responsibility and environmental 
stewardship through proactive waste management and community 
engagement.

Link: https://adyartimes.in/rokas-event-to-clear-up-the-city-collects-10-
tonnes-of-waste/

The Times of India  |  Jun 25, 2024 

The article addresses the issue of plastic pollution in Chennai and 
emphasizes the need for concerted efforts to tackle it. It discusses initiatives 
and challenges related to plastic waste management in the city, highlighting 
the environmental and health impacts caused by plastic pollution. The article 
calls for collaborative action involving citizens, businesses, and government 
authorities to reduce plastic use, promote recycling, and implement effective 
waste management practices to safeguard Chennai’s environment and 
marine ecosystems.

Link: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/lets-tackle-the-sea-of-
plastic/articleshow/111239064.cms
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WA S T E

Jun, 2024 

The articles discusses the poor state of infrastructure at the KP Park Tamil 
Nadu Urban Habitat Development Board, Pullianthope. This came to light 
after the accidental death of a resident who fell rom an elevator stuck 
between two floors. The residents lament about the crumbling and broken 
walls, along with the poor state of the elevators. Despite complaints from 
residents, the authorities do not repair the infrastructure. 
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B I O D I V E R S I T Y

Citizen Matters  |  Jun 21, 2024 

The article discusses the environmental impact of the proposed Parandur 
airport near Chennai. It highlights concerns about ecological disruption to 
wetlands, agricultural lands, and biodiversity hotspots in the region. The 
project’s potential effects on water sources and local communities, as well as 
the need for transparent environmental assessments and public consultation, 
are also emphasized.

Link: https://citizenmatters.in/parandur-airport-environmental-impact-chennai/

L I V E L I H O O D S

The Hindu  |  Jun 30, 2024 

The article discusses the importance of strengthening the agriculture 
extension system in Kerala to address climate change challenges. Experts 
emphasize the need for improved advisory services, farmer education, 
and technology dissemination to help farmers adapt to changing climatic 
conditions. The article underscores the role of extension services in 
promoting climate-resilient farming practices, enhancing agricultural 
productivity, and ensuring food security in the face of climate variability and 
extreme weather events.

Link: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/need-to-strengthen-
agriculture-extension-system-to-address-climate-change-issues-experts/
article68352357.ece
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E F F O R T S

The Times of India  |  Mar 22, 2024

Chennai’s Buckingham Canal is set to become a green paradise with the 
addition of a 2.1 km walkway, park, and cycling track inaugurated in 2022. 
Future plans include similar green developments along the Chepauk-
Mandaveli stretch to enhance urban green spaces and promote sustainable 
living. These initiatives are part of broader efforts to revitalize the area and 
provide eco-friendly recreational spaces for the community​.

Link: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/coming-soon-a-green-
paradise-along-buckingham-canal/articleshow/108691499.cms

The Times of India  |  Jun 27, 2024

Tamil Nadu is implementing comprehensive strategies to enhance 
environmental sustainability and combat climate change. Key initiatives 
include the creation of the TN Green Energy Company, climate literacy 
workshops, and the establishment of a Blue Carbon Agency. These 
measures aim to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, promote green energy, 
and protect coastal and marine ecosystems.

Link: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/how-tamil-nadu-plans-
to-walk-the-green-mile/articleshow/111301901.cms

Citizen Matters  |  Jul 01, 2024

The article highlights local organizations making a difference in Chennai and 
other cities by promoting environmental sustainability. In Chennai, Nizhal 
focuses on urban greening and biodiversity, while the Chennai Climate 
Action Group addresses the impact of climate change on marginalized 
communities. Other featured organizations include Sprouts Environmental 
Trust and Vanashakti in Mumbai, and Biome Environment Trust in Bengaluru, 
all working towards environmental conservation and awareness.

Link: https://citizenmatters.in/this-envt-day-meet-some-local-organisations-
trying-to-make-a-difference-in-your-city/

The New Indian Express  |  Jun 26, 2024 

The Tamil Nadu government plans to dismantle a 2.1 km stretch of the 
Thoraipakkam–Pallavaram Radial Road on the Pallikaranai marshland 
and replace it with a high-level bridge to restore the wetland and mitigate 
monsoon flooding. The project involves constructing the bridge from 
Thoraipakkam to Kamatchi Hospital Junction, with Rs 20 lakhs allocated for 
the Detailed Project Report. This initiative aims to rejuvenate the marshland, 
which serves as a crucial natural reservoir, and address severe flooding 
issues experienced in nearby areas​

Link: https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/2024/Jun/26/
tn-government-to-replace-21-km-road-with-high-level-bridge-to-restore-
pallikaranai-marshland
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E F F O R T S

The Hindu  |  Jun 25, 2024

The article reports on Tamil Nadu’s plan to establish three permanent 
disaster rescue and relief centers in Chennai and its suburbs. These centers 
aim to enhance the state’s preparedness for emergencies, providing swift 
response and relief during natural disasters like floods and cyclones. The 
initiative underscores the government’s commitment to bolstering disaster 
management infrastructure to safeguard vulnerable communities in the 
region.

Link: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/three-permanent-
disaster-rescue-and-relief-centres-to-be-set-up-in-chennai-and-its-suburban-
areas-minister/article68328422.ece

The Hindu  |  Jun 28, 2024

The article discusses Tamil Nadu’s initiative to launch a website dedicated 
to environmental volunteering. This platform aims to encourage public 
participation in environmental conservation efforts across the state. It will 
facilitate volunteering opportunities, information sharing on environmental 
projects, and coordination among volunteers, NGOs, and government 
agencies. The initiative reflects the government’s commitment to harnessing 
public support for sustainable development and biodiversity conservation in 
Tamil Nadu.

Link: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/tamil-nadu-set-to-
launch-website-for-environmental-volunteering/article68341185.ece

The Hindu  |  Jul 02, 2024

The article announces administrative changes in Tamil Nadu’s government. 
Supriya Sahu has been appointed as the new Health Secretary, while 
Pradeep Yadav is set to assume the role of Higher Education Secretary. 
These appointments are part of administrative reshuffling aimed at bolstering 
governance and administrative efficiency in the respective sectors within the 
state.

Link: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/supriya-sahu-
posted-as-new-health-secretary-pradeep-yadav-to-take-charge-as-higher-
education-secretary/article68355063.ece

News Today Net  |  Jun 24, 2024

The article discusses a project aimed at enhancing water storage and flood 
mitigation in Chennai. It outlines plans to construct reservoirs and improve 
infrastructure to manage rainwater effectively. The project’s goals include 
reducing flooding during monsoon seasons and ensuring sustainable water 
management for the city’s growing population.

Link: https://newstodaynet.com/2024/06/24/project-to-boost-water-storage-
and-flood-mitigation-in-chennai/
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